
« Support our troops in Afghanistan » 

« Fundraiser » 
by Florent Tremblay 

 
In order to support our troops in Afghanistan, the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 79 Richelieu, in St-Jean-sur Richelieu, organized a Fundraiser, 
Saturday, November 18, 2007, in the form of a spaghetti supper, at the cost 
of 7.00S per person. 
 
All profits generated by this organisation, which included; the entrance fee 
of 7.00$ per person; the tips from the bar, generously donated by the 
bartenders; and a voluntary participation.  All were generously donated to 
the organisation of that evening “Fundraiser, Support our troops in 
Afghanistan” 
 

  
   
   

 
 
 
 
 
An invitation to attend this spaghetti supper was sent to all, including 
military and civilians of St-Jean-sur-Richelieu and its area. 
 
The sponsors, Molson Canada and l’imprimerie Sur-Del Inc. from 
Sabrevois did not hesitate to help participate in this event. 
 
The volunteers were numerous and their tasks were as follow: 
 
 
- Pricille Marion took care of the effectiveness of 
the helpers in the kitchen. 



- Pierre Garneau, head volunteer, organised for the volunteers 
to wear a flamboyant red T-shirt with the logo “Support our 
troops”, cleared and cleaned the tables for the next guest 
arriving for their meal. 
 
 
 

 
- Doris Welsh Garneau, with her two children, sold 
tickets at the door and looked after the financial 
paperwork.  
 
 
  

- Major Sylvain Rhéaume organized a team of 
waiters from the Canadian Forces, which we can 
recognize in their combat uniform, all having 
previous service in Afghanistan: WO Manon 
Sauvé, WO Mario Courcy, WO Paul Rollin and 
Sgt Daniel Gosselin.  
 

- Mr Jean-Paul Bertrand, a World War II veteran, was the 
one with the idea for this supper.  With the company of 
the president of the Branch, Comrade André Marion, Mr. 
Bertrand, in his Sergeant of Arms uniform, greeted 
everyone attending the supper with a cordial welcome at 
the door.   
 
 

- Here we must mention of a volunteer, Comrade 
Maurice Boucher, whose son, Sgt Raymond Boucher, 
was serving in Afghanistan at this time.   



With hearts full of pride, the supper proceeded extremely well between 
16:00 and 20:00 hours, at 
the local Branch.  Nearly 
300 guests showed up, 
and we can successfully 
say we kept the wait to a 
minimum and served 
everyone without offence 

and always with courtesy and good humour 
 
And while each one ate and cause pleasantly, the two TV screens unrolled a 
slide show which showed the life of our soldiers, in Afghanistan.  The height 
of this presentation was obviously the photograph and a short biography of 
each one of our 43 men and woman, unfortunately killed in action, at this 
moment, so that freedom and the democracy finally come to reign in this 
country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them. 

 
 
 



What will we do with the moneys that we have collected? 

 

Major Sylvain Rhéaume agreed to be our contact with the military 
authorities as for the use of the money collected by the 
organization of this spaghetti supper.   
 
Soon, a cheque of 3000$ will be handed out to proper 
authorities in Valcartier which will make this money 
available to the contingent that will be serving in 
Afghanistan in August 2007.    
 
We have confidence that our soldiers who will leave during the summer to 
help the Afghans will know, with our humble contributions, to help the 
rebuilding of an orphanage, the setting-up of a school, or the drilling of a 
well in a village…   
 
In return, us from the Royal Canadian Legion in St-Jean-sur-Richelieu, will 
receive photographs and short texts which will say to us how our 
contribution will have been use for. 
 
Fiers de servir, fiers d’avoir servi! 

 

  
 

“O Canada, we stand on guard for Thee”.  
      
     
 


